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A late distinguished “ surgeon,” of the “ United States Navy,” employed 
for the cure of the inert ulcer, particularly of the lower extremities, an ordi¬ 
nary domestic poultice, rendered stimulating by the addition of some spirituous 
liquor. 

Fort Leavenworth, Mo., Nov. 23, 1842. 


Art. XI. —Poisoning with Lead. By A. B. Shipman, M. D. of Cortland- 

ville, N. Y. 

On the night of the 8th January, 1842, I was called to the village of 
M’Laen, Tompkins Co., to consult with Drs. Hall and Chapman, in relation 
to some cases of poisoning with lead in the family of Mr. Horace Baker. 

The history of the cases, as given by the physicians and family,*is as fol¬ 
lows: about six weeks previously some new cider was poured into a wash 
tub which had been newly painted with white lead and linseed oil, inside 
and out, and the family, consisting of the man, his wife, three or four children 
from the ages of six to two years, and a hired man began drinking it. The 
cider was drunk at meals, the most of it by Baker and his hired man, 
and the least by Mrs. B. and children. The use of it was persevered 
in for nearly four weeks. The family remarked that after a few days the 
cider had a smart pungent flavour, then became dead and flat, and after a few 
days more became more lively, but rather hard. The first effects' were per¬ 
ceived in the children, particularly a small boy who had taken quite libe¬ 
rally of it, and began about two weeks after first commencing its use. Ilis 
mother perceived that his gait was awkward and that he frequently tumbled 
down in crossing the floor, and that he staggered and complained that it hurt 
him to walk, and that his feet pained him, especially the bottoms of them. 
Soon the other children complained in a similar manner; they also com¬ 
plained of feeling sick at the stomach; cutaneous eruptions made their ap¬ 
pearance on the legs, arms and face of a vesicular character. 

The next taken was Baker, then his man, and next Mrs. Baker; as their 
symptoms were nearly alike, I shall describe them in common. The first 
symptom was slight nausea which continued several days, with a load at the 
pit of the stomach, then a soreness and tenderness of the soles of the feet, 
when first getting out of bed in the morning, so much so as to be unable to 
walk without first rubbing them, and then there were pains in the limbs which 
they supposed was rheumatic; cutaneous eruptions also made their appear¬ 
ance. The soreness in the soles of the feet disappeared in the course of the 
day, after taking exercise and getting warm. The next symptom was 
severe colic, pains in the bowels which took place several days subse¬ 
quent to the affection of the feet and legs, and from four to five weeks after 
first commencing the use of the cider. Being now satisfied that the cider 
caused the difficulty, its use was abandoned and a physician called who 
treated them with bleeding, cathartics and anodynes. The symptoms were 
obstinate, and continued so with little abatement for four weeks. The 
bowels were obstinately costive, tongue dry, with a dark streak in the centre; 
abdominal muscles retracted and rigid; anorexia, with little fever and 
scarcely any disturbance of the circulation. Mrs. Baker soon recovered, not 
having taken much of the cider, as did also the children. But Baker and 
La id his hired ma t were a 'ong ti ne in getting well, and even at this time 
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are troubled with colic, and pains in the soles of the feet, with cutaneous 
eruptions. Venesection and anodynes with cathartics of sal. epsom and of. 
rieini constituted the treatment. Alkalies and mucilages were also freely 
used. A hired girl who lived in the family and who did hot use any of tiie 
cider, was the only one who escaped a fit of sickness. 

The pain and soreness in the soles of the feet were peculiar, and were 
the first and prominent symptom in every case, and the cutaneous erup¬ 
tions were also peculiar. The above is an example of the slow and gradual 
introduction of lead into the system, and its effects were in proportion to the 
quantity imbibed. 

I fear that acetate of lead is not used by medical men as an internal 
remedy in hemorrhages and other complaints, where it is recommended in 
books, with that caution which the nature of the article requires. By many 
it is a kind of cure-all for hemorrhages of every kind, diarrhoea, &c. It 
is a remedy which may induce a worse train of evils, if used without proper 
precautions, than the disease for which it is prescribed. A deplorable case 
fell under my observation some years since which I am induced to believe 
was wholly caused by the injudicious use of acetate of lead. A lady aetat. 
about 35, mother of five children and of a good constitution, suffered abor¬ 
tion in the third month. The placenta was retained three or four days and 
some considerable hemorrhage followed. To restrain it, the acetate of lead 
was given freely every two or three hours. I was called on the 4th day 
and removed the placenta, when the hemorrhage ceased, and although she 
had not lost blood enough to sap the foundations of life—yet she never re¬ 
covered. • Complete prostration of the powers of digestion, obstinate con¬ 
stipation, and spasms of the bowels and abdominal muscles with colicky 
pains, the gums became spongy and ulcerated; and before she died vibiees 
and spots like purpura hremorrhagica made their appearance. She lingered 
three months, and died a painful and miserable death. 

The past summer a young lady aetat. 16, of a delicate constitution and 
nervous temperament, had been troubled with profuse menstruation, at times 
amounting to menorrhagia for many months; I had always been successful 
in controlling it with the persesquinitrate of iron and kino; being absent when 
she was taken, a young practitioner was called in who gave her Dover’s 
powder and acetate of lead. After taking several doses, the hemorrhage 
ceased, but violent pain in the bowels came on attended with obstinate vomit¬ 
ing, spasms in the arms and legs, constipation and fever, with most exqui¬ 
site tenderness of the bowels, which continued several days. Large doses 
of morphine and fomentations to the bowels with mercurials finally relieved 
her, and she has neatly recovered her accustomed health. 

In 1838, I was called to attend a lady, 47 years of age, who had been 
troubled for three years with uterine hemorrhage, and had been taking the 
acetate of lead and opium for the last two or three months—the hemorrhage 
had been less since the use of the remedy, but severe and constant pain in 
the bowels with much tumefaction, and prostration of the digestive powers 
was the result: a discontinuance of the lead and a substitution of the perses¬ 
quinitrate of iron with laxatives of the syrup of rliei, restored her to comfort¬ 
able health, and she has remained so to this time. 

In an alarming hemorrhage where it is necessary to use prompt and effi¬ 
cient aid, a dose or two of the acetate well guarded with opium may be 
advisable, and is probably the best means we possess. But where the case 
is not urgent, and its use persevered in for some time, I do believe from what 
I have witnessed that it should not be employed. 



